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Short Forms Beyond Borders



At the beginning of the programme…

Investigate the needs and the practices of learners for the use of short forms 
in foreign language teaching and learning

Two small surveys were conducted among Greek teachers of French 
language and the students of French Language and Literature of the National 
and Kapodistrian University of Athens



The first 
survey (March 
2021)

Addressed Greek Teachers of 
French Language

Exploring the presence of the  
short forms in the teaching 
and learning material





Textual skills

Cultural skills



The second survey 
(February & March 
2022)

• Exploring new ways of reading and writing

• Addressed to undergraduate and  
postgraduate students of the National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens 











A paradoxical finding

On the one hand, teachers seem to 
overlook the ways of communication that 
the use of social networks has imposed 

On the other hand, it seems that students 
communicate more and more through 
social networks



Actions carried out
through IO3 & IO4



The publication of 
the dossier 
“Nouvelles formes
brèves et classe de 
langue” dans la revue 
Langues Modernes

• The editor-in-chief Nadja 
Maillard of the journal 
Langues Modernes proposed 
the coordination of a dossier 
on the new short forms in the 
language classroom to two 
members of the University of 
Athens team

• La micro-fiction en classe de 
langue, Elke D’hoker, Beatrijs 
Vanacker, Dagmar 
Vanderbosch and Bart Van den 
Bosche

• Création de formes brèves et 
élaboration d’un parcours 
Baludik, Léo Roy 

• Compte-rendu du livre de 
Cécile Meynard et Emmanuel 
Vernadakis, Au croisement des 
pratiques et des savoirs, 2019, 
PUR.



IO3/Pedagogical Tool Development: 
Five-Step Model for Teaching 
Literature, Language and Culture in the 
FL Classroom

• Step 1: Individual reading

• Step 2: Reading in pairs

• Step 3: Class discussion

• Step 4: Research work

• Step 5: Productive assignment



Actions inspired by the 5-step model for the 
primary school
Developed by PhD student Julie Gyftoula, University of Athens

• Ted Hughes’s “There came a day” and 

• Ernest Hemingway “The old man and the bridge”



Two contests of creative 
writing
University of Athens

• “March 2020-March 2021”
• Write in 200 words the experience of the first 

lockdown

• “Every step is a celebration”
• Write of a short text of 120 words 

accompanied by an original photograph of 
their own inspiration



Translation actions

• Within the course “Contrasting 
Syntax and Translation” taught 
by Mavina Pantazara, University 
of Athens:

• translation of the Ph. Delerm
novel “Le croissant du trottoir”

• translation of the 20 texts written 
by the students for the “ March 
2020-March 2021” creative 
writing contest

• Translation of the excerpt “Jour 
27” of the Michael Federspiel 
Instagram novel



Baludik

“The pursuit of wisdom in 
Athens”



Mobilising Short Forms for the study of Iconic 
Literature

developed by Colette Colligan, Etienne

Garnier, Michelle Ryan, University of Angers

Two courses of the Angers programme work

together to achieve aspects of the Leuven

model

▪ Reading Literary texts and

▪ Authorial Icons



NEW 
MODULES 
AND FLASH 
TRAININGS



Modules for Higher 
Education

Modules for Primary Education



For undergraduate
students

For postgraduate
students

of the Joint 
Franco-Hellenic 
Master degree

• New optional semestrial course: “Teaching French as 
Foreign Language through Literature” 3/h – week

• Integrate the use of short forms in two courses:

- “Teaching parameters of language” 

- “Contrasting Syntax and Translation” 

• Seminars and/or flash trainings on:

- Teaching languages on and though short forms 

- Multimodal communication in language class 

- Creative writing of urban inspiration 

- Short forms and migrants’ education

Modules for Higher Education



Secondary education 

• Create pedagogical material using SF 
during their traineeship.

• Research through short forms (Master 
thesis)

• Co-supervisions of PhD theses

Implication of the Franco-Hellenic joint master “Language 
teachers in Europe: training in linguistic and cultural 

diversity of school audiences”
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